
© 2025 Burke, Williams & Sorensen, LLP. All rights reserved.

RELATED PRACTICES

California Commercial Litigation
California Real Estate Litigation
California Public Law Litigation
California City Attorney
Eminent Domain
Inverse Condemnation
Public Law
Real Estate and Business Law
Employment Law and Litigation
Environmental, Land Use, and
Natural Resources
Litigation
Intellectual Property

RELATED PEOPLE

Brenda Aguilar-Guerrero
Kristin E. Charbonnier
Marvin C. Cho
Colleen L. Cleary
Gina N. Giovacchini
Michelle Marchetta Kenyon
Daniel W. Maguire
Kara DiBiasio Martini
Joseph M. Montes
Elizabeth M. Pappy
Private: Patricia L. Peden
Eric S. Phillips
Anna C. Shimko
Eric S. Vail
Stephen E. Velyvis
John J. Welsh

Burke Grows Best Lawyers in America and BL
Ones to Watch Rankings for 2025

Burke, Williams & Sorensen, LLP is pleased to announce that the
following firm attorneys have been named to the 2025 edition of The
Best Lawyers in America®: Brenda Aguilar-Guerrero, Eminent
Domain and Inverse Condemnation Law (Oakland); Michelle
Marchetta Kenyon, Municipal Law (Oakland); Daniel W. Maguire,
Insurance (Palm Desert); Joseph M. Montes, Municipal Law (Los
Angeles); Elizabeth M. Pappy, Commercial Litigation (San Jose);
Patricia L. Peden, Litigation – Intellectual Property (Oakland); Eric S.
Phillips, Land Use and Zoning Law (San Francisco); Anna C. Shimko,
Environmental Law, Land Use and Zoning Law, Litigation – Land Use
and Zoning, and Real Estate Law (San Francisco); Eric S. Vail,
Municipal Law (Riverside); and Stephen E. Velyvis, Land Use and
Zoning Law (San Francisco).

Burke is also pleased to announce that the following firm attorneys
have been named to the 2025 edition of Best Lawyers: Ones to
Watch® in America: Kristin E. Charbonnier, Real Estate Law (San
Francisco); Marvin C. Cho, Litigation – Labor and Employment (Los
Angeles); Colleen L. Cleary, Litigation – Antitrust and Mass Tort
Litigation / Class Actions – Plaintiffs (San Francisco); Kara L. DiBiasio,
Real Estate Law (San Francisco); and Gina N. Giovacchini, Mass Tort
Litigation / Class Actions – Defendants (Los Angeles).

Burke Managing Partner John J. Welsh reflected, “Burke is very proud
of the growing number of Best Lawyers 2025 recognitions for Burke
attorneys across a wider range of the firm’s practice areas.  We
remain committed to growing our offering of excellence to meet the
diverse legal challenges of our clients.”
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